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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Benton Duffett, Jr. on January 26, 2005. The instant amendment serves to 
eliminate the redundant dosing apparatus feature of claim 2 and to clarify that the 
claimed method uses a dosing apparatus with the specific features as amended below. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claim 2 has been cancelled. 

Claims 1 and 6 have been amended as follows: 
1. A wood chip screening method comprising: 

separating, in a separating apparatus, pin chips from a quantity of chips that 
are to be led to a subsequent process, 

providing a dosing apparatus comprising a rotatable device having a 
plurality of sections of adjustable size, and said rotatable device is adapted to 
adjust at least one of the rate of rotation of said device and the size of said 
sections to control said desired amount of said pin chips and said desired rate of 
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speed at which they are dosed among the chips that are to be led to the 
subsequent process, 

dosing a desired amount of the separated pin chips with the dosing apparatus 
at a desired rate of speed among the chips that are to be led to a subsequent process 
so that a share of dosed pin chips relative to a total amount of chips does not exceed a 
desired value, while simultaneously directing pin chips in excess of said desired amount 
to a location different than said chips to be led to a subsequent process wh e r ei n said 
soparat o d p i n chips aro l od to a dosing apparatus, and said dos i ng apparatus 
compr i s e s a rotatab le d e vic e hav i ng a p l ura li ty of s e ct i ons of adjustab l e s i z e , and said 
rotatab l o dov i c o is adapted to adjust at l oast ono of tho rato of rotat i on of said dov i co 
and th e s i z e of sa i d s e ctions to contro l sa i d d e s i r e d amount of sa i d p i n ch i ps and sa i d 
dosirod rato of spood at wh i ch thoy aro dos e d among tho ch i ps that aro to bo l od to 
th e subs e qu e nt process . 

In claim 6, fourth line from the end, the language " rotatable " has been inserted between 
"said" and "device". 

Conclusion 

Any references not explicitly discussed above but made of record are considered 
relevant to the prosecution of the instant application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph C Rodriguez whose telephone number is 703- 
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308-8342. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F during normal business 
hours (9 am - 6 pm, EST). 

The Official fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9326 (After-Final 703-972-9327). 

The examiner s UNOFFICIAL Personal fax number is 703-746-3678. 

Further, the examiner is tentatively scheduled to move in April 2005 and the 
contact info at the new location will be as follows: 

April 2005, Personal telephone number is 571-272-6942 

April 2005, UNOFFICIAL Personal fax number is 571-273-6942 

Further, information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 

Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PMR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PMR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see 

http://pair-direct.uspto.gov 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PMR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (Toll Free). 

Alternatively, inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding can also be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone 
number is 703-308-1113. 
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